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company has worked features like
the right hand-mounted power
button into something a little
different. The decision to fit the large
display is a good one. It’s easy to see
what the Omnia is doing at a glance
and to access the various setup
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that it sounds usefully refined.
Critically, it does this without
smoothing off so many of the rough
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got around to ripping, the Omnia
sounds genuinely invigorating.

The levels of gain available from the
phono stage are a little lower than
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confidence on Audiolab’s part that its

own Roon profile too. Then, most
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the remote. Navigating around the

centrepiece. This is achieved without

of a fraction of extra warmth and

perfect, but the Omnia’s ‘one box

first foray into the all-in-one market unusually of all, there’s a CD features never feels especially rapid the slightly ‘etched’ presentation :: m;‘y‘:g::: engagement across the midrange that  to rule them all’ thinking has resulted
wears the name Omnia; Latin for mechanism built in which puts itin a and this same slight lack of urgency is that can sometimes come with it. only real things emphasises the glorious production in one of the best all-in-one systems
‘everything.” As a statement of faith in  fairly specialist category of products present on Play-Fi too — which is not Revisiting some of the CDs I've never ~ missing here and Dodie’s ear for arrangement. available under two grand e

the specification, it’s fairly emphatic.
A measure of Audiolab’s confidence
being well founded is that the list of
features the Omnia doesn’t have that
can be found in its key competition
is limited to HDMI ARC and AirPlay.
From there, the list of things it can
do is long and extremely impressive.
What makes it relatively unusual is
that it has a ‘three-pronged’ approach
to accommodating digital. The most
conventional of these is the inclusion
of a streaming module making use of
the DTS Play-Fi interface. This can
also access locally stored content and
stream direct from a variety of
streaming services.

offering this trio of options. All of
the digital connections (and the
Bluetooth input) are decoded by an
ESS ES9038Q2M 32-bit DAC, which
is both a fairly high-spec device and
something that Audiolab has a huge
amount of experience implementing.
This is further supported by an
analogue section that is barely less
comprehensive. Three RCA line

inputs are joined by a moving-magnet

phono stage that uses the same JFET
based circuit that was introduced in

the 6000A Play. There is a power amp

in and preamp out and a 6.35mm
headphone socket. Internally, the
Omnia eschews any Class D-based
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as slick to browse and use as some
rival operating systems. Used in
isolation, the Omnia is cohesive but
rival products (admittedly juggling
rather less connectivity) make it feel
a little sluggish.

There is very little anywhere near
the price as well made as this, though.
The all-metal chassis is finished to
an exceptionally high standard with
little in the way of visible fixings.
Everything feels carefully and
extensively thought out. I find myself
a little torn on the looks; part of me
would have preferred something
closer to Audiolab’s separates, but I
can also appreciate how carefully the
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